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Cut to commercial

Something I thought about before while watching TV
was how annoyingly memorable some of the Japanese
commercials are. They all seem to have some kind of
catchy melody or jingle, sing a catchphrase with the
product name, or have some celebrity introduce the
product. Even without watching a lot of TV, I have found
myself memorizing a handful of commercials already.

So, since I watched far more American TV, I should have
memorized even more commercials, right? Yet when I try
to think back to TV back home, I can only recall a couple of
commercials. Most of these include some kind of character
or have some kind of shocking imagery. Personally, I just
seem to find Japanese commercials more interesting, and
therefore easier to remember.

But, when I try to watch each commercial, I realize
that I experience culture shock at the large number of
commercials about alcohol. For America, that typical
common commercial is probably about something health
related. The kind of commercial that quickly goes over
the cautions to the point you can barely understand them.
Since coming to Japan, these commercials seemed to have
been replaced with an abundance of sake commercials.
New beers, chuhai, high balls, healthy non-alcoholic beers
— there are just so many! Honestly, I thought that America
was the heavy drinker, but maybe [ was wrong.
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